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For questions 1 — 8 choose the answer (A, B or C) which you think is the
best according to the text.

AN OLD HAT

My name's Dr Watson, and I'm a good friend of the famous
detective Sherlock Holmes. On December 27, two days after
Christmas last year, | went to his house — 221B Baker Street.
When | arrived, | found him in the sitting-room. There was an old
hat on a chair near him, and he had a magnifying glass in his
hand. 'You're working on something,' | said. ‘Shall | go?' ‘No," said
Holmes. 'Sit down and look at that interesting old hat over there.
Mr Peterson, the doorman at the Baker Street Hotel, found it in
the street on his way home. He brought it here on Christmas Day. He knows these little problems interest
me. He also brought a bird - a good fat Christmas goose .There was an interesting little ticket on the
goose's left leg. It said "For Mr and Mrs Henry Baker". We can find the letters H. B. in the hat, too.’

'0Oh ... the owner of the hat and the goose is called Henry Baker,' | said.

‘Yes," answered Holmes. ‘But my dear Watson this doesn't help us very much. There are hundreds
of Henry Bakers in London. | gave the goose back to Peterson this morning,’ Holmes went on, and | said to
him: "Have this for your dinner tonight!" Here's my magnifying glass, Watson. Now, you be a detective for a
minute or two. What can you tell me about the owner of this hat?’

| took the magnifying glass and looked at the hat. It was black but old, and very, very dirty. | saw the
letters H.B. in it. For me it was no different from any other old black hat. 'l can see nothing.' | said, and |
gave the hat back to my friend.

‘Excuse me, Watson. You do see, but you don't think about what you see.’ said Holmes.
"All right!" | said. ‘What can you see in this hat?'

‘The owner of this hat is an intelligent man." said Holmes. ‘He was once rich and is now poor. His wife
loved him once but she doesn't love him now. And he's thirty or forty years old.'

‘Well, perhaps I'm slow. Holmes, but | don't understand.’ | said. ‘Why is he an intelligent man ?'

Holmes put the hat on his head. It came down to his nose. ‘This is a big hat. A man with a big hat has
a big head, and a man with a big head has a big brain. A man with a big brain thinks a lot.'

‘But you say he was once rich and is now poor. Why?"

‘The hat is three years old. | remember these hats were in all the shops then. They were very expensive
too. Three years ago this man bought a good hat, so he was rich then. But he has no money to buy a new
hat now, so these days he is poor.'

All right," | said. '‘But you say he is in his thirties or forties. How does the hat tell you this?'

‘Well, when | looked carefully at the hat with my magnifying glass, | could see some grey hairs in it.
People usually get grey hair in their thirties or forties.'

I see. But what about his wife? You say she doesn't lave him. ‘
When a woman loves her husband, she cleans his hat for him." said Holmes.



Sherlock Holmes was busy, but he wanted his friend to join him.

A. True
B. False
C. No information

What was Mr Peterson’s job?

A. To clean the front door at the Baker Street Hotel.
B. To repair the front door at the Baker Street Hotel.
C. To open the front door at the Baker Street Hotel.

The doorman brought the hat to Sherlock Holmes because he thought the detective

A. was passionate about old hats.
B. met the owner’s wife.
C. liked mysteries.

The hat belonged to

A. Sherlock Holmes.
B. Henry Baker.
C. Mr Peterson.

Holmes wanted Mr Peterson to eat the goose on

A. 25 December.
B. 27 December.
C. 31 December.

Dr Watson described the hat as
A. a typical old black hat.

B. a strange old black hat.
C. a smart old black hat.

Sherlock Holmes concluded that the owner of the hat was a clever man because
of the

A. colour of his hat.

B. shape of his hat.

C. size of his hat.

According to Sherlock Holmes the man’s wife didn’t love him because

A. his hair was grey.

B. his hat was dirty.
C. he was poor.

8 points



m Read the text. Choose from the titles A-H the one which fits each gap 1-7.

There is one extra title which you do not need to use.

A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF QUEEN ELIZABETH |

Elizabeth was born on 21 April 1926 to the Duke and Duchess of York. The Duke was the second son
of King George V. His brother Edward, the Prince of Wales, was heir to the throne, so the Duke lived a quiet,
simple life. He taught Elizabeth the value of money, giving her only five pence a week.

In 1937 Elizabeth's whole life changed when King George V died. Her uncle Edward became King
Edward VII, but he gave up the crown eleven months later. Suddenly, her father was king (George VI) and
Elizabeth was next in line for the throne.

Two years later, The Second World War started. Elizabeth's mother insisted the family stayed at
home in solidarity with other Londoners. Elizabeth and her younger sister, Margaret, put on pantomimes for
troops and friends at Windsor Castle. She even trained to be a driver in the army.



In 1952, when Elizabeth was only 25 years old, her beloved father died and she was crowned Queen
Elizabeth II. Her coronation was the world's first major event to be televised and millions across the globe
watched it.

Elizabeth married Greek Prince Philip Mountbatten in 1947. The Queen's role in the world and in the
UK was very different from how monarchs ruled in the past. Her reign was more symbolic and she was not
allowed to express opinions on how the country was run.

Things didn't always run smoothly. Three of her children Charles, Anne and Andrew, all went through
divorces. In 1992 a fire caused terrible damage at Windsor Castle. Other tragedies, such as the death of
Princess Diana, Charles's ex-wife, didn't make life any easier.

Queen Elizabeth and her family got through all their troubles. She went on to celebrate her Diamond
Jubilee in 2012. In 2022 Queen Elizabeth Il celebrated the Platinum Jubilee, spending seventy years on the
throne — beating Queen Victoria, who was Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland for
sixty three years.

A. Just like one of them!

B Keeping her thoughts for herself!
C A little pocket money

D Britain’s longest reigning monarch
E An unexpected change!

F Touring all over the world

G Horrible episodes

H Crowds around TVs

/ points



2. VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR
m Read the text and choose the correct answer ( A, Bor C).

There is an example at the beginning.
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For most kids, 0. L typical school day includes lessons in math, science, and English.
But for Callista Grant, a typical day might include instruction in American Indian drumming and
dancing. She studies the Ojibwe and Lakota languages, 1.

Callista is Cherokee and Ojibwe. She goes to the American Indian Magnet School, in
Saint Paul, Minnesota. It is a public school that is open to 2. kids in the community. It's
important for everyone to know about the people 3. were here first and that they still
live here today.

Other U.S. schools 4. American Indian culture, but the students at Callista’s
school think their school is unique. Callista represents the school at celebrations and other

events. She is proud to teach others about her 5.

1. A however B too C also
2. A every B each C all
3. A whose B who's C who
4. A teach B remind C learn
5. A historically B history C historic
5 points



Fill in the gaps using ONE word only.

THE LIST OF THINGS
* 8 THAT WILL NOT CHANGE
W @F Bea lives 0. M her mom on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and every

TH “NGS other weekend. She lives with her dad and 1. wife on the

other days. When Bea’s 2. divorced, her life was

THAT W]”L]L turned upside down. To help, they give her a diary to 3. a

“List of Things That Will Not Change.” As she has new experiences, she

adds them to 4. list.
GHAN E Most children will relate to Bea in some way. Readers will enjoy the

Winner of the Newbery Medl roller coaster of events in this interesting book written 5.

Rebecca Stead.

5 points

m Fill in the text using the appropriate form of the verbs in brackets.

Frederic 0. 5%% (begin) to read Susan’s letter. It was a long one, but he 1. (read)
it all very quickly. He passed the letter back to his wife. Then he said slowly, ‘I'm sorry for Susan.
I'd like 2. (help) her.’

‘Then shall I write to her? And tell her that Isobel may come?’

Her husband looked at his watch. ‘It 3. (be) late,’ he said. He turned to his wife.
‘You'd like the girl to come here, wouldn’t you?’ he asked.

She nodded. ‘Yes, Frederic. I 4. (not see) Isobel for a long time. After all, she is a
friend of the family.

Frederic smiled. ‘Write today, Cecily. Invite her to come. I am sure we 5. (try) to make

her happy.’
5 points



3. WRITING

Write about the most enjoyable party you have ever been to.

Say

» who organized the party

» what the occasion was

» where and when it was held

Describe the party (the music, the food, the company...)
Explain why you enjoyed the party so much.

Write 40-100 words.

15 points
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