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Test iz engleskog jezika sastoji se od četiri dijela. 

 
Vrijeme 

rješavanja 
Broj bodova 

Ostvareni 

broj bodova 

Slušanje   oko 15 minuta 20  

Čitanje   25 minuta 25  

Leksika i gramatika  30 minuta 25  

Pisanje   50 minuta 30  

 

Vrijeme rješavanja testa je 120 minuta. 

Dozvoljeni pribor su grafitna olovka i gumica, plava ili crna hemijska olovka. Priznaju 

se samo odgovori pisani hemijskom olovkom. Ukoliko pogriješite, prekrižite i 

odgovorite ponovo. Za vrijeme rada na testu nije dozvoljeno korišćenje rječnika. 

Ako neko pitanje/zadatak ne možete odmah da riješite, pređite na sljedeće. Ukoliko 

vam bude preostalo vremena, možete se kasnije vratiti na takva pitanja. 

Želimo vam puno uspjeha! 
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L I S T E N I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N 

 

   

 
Listen to an excerpt from a radio show Movie Reviews devoted to the newest 

adaptation of one of Shakespeare’s masterpieces – Macbeth, starring Denzel 

Washington and Frances McDormand, and directed by Joel Coen.  

 

A) For sentences 1-4, decide if each statement is TRUE or FALSE by putting a tick 

(√) in the appropriate box.  

 

 
True False 

1. The director fails to retain the essence of the original 
text.  

  

2. According to the reviewer, the movie lacks the 
mesmerizing effect due to its ominous mood.      

  

3. The skills of the three actresses cast as witches give the 
movie its darkest magic.   

  

4. The leading actors are not overshadowed by the movie’s 
production design.         

  

5. The director is reluctant to relive the famous moments 
from the history of the theatre in his vision.  

  

20  
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B) Choose the correct letter A, B, C or D.  

 

6. The visuals are:  

 

A)  luxuriant 

B)  adorned 

C)  plain 

D)  genuine 

 

 

7. According to the review, Coen’s greates influence is:  

 

A)  an austere director, Carl Theodor Dryer  

B)  a masterful storyteller, Akiro Kurosava  

C)  a spellbinding narrator, Orson Welles  

D)  a skillful cinematographer, Bruno Delbonnel  

 

 

8. The age of the leading actors adds to the 

 

A)  sense of relief. 

B)  sense of alienation. 

C)  sense of unease. 

D)  sense of hopelessness. 

 

9. The reviewer claims that “this Macbeth’s ……………………………… is destined to be short-

lived”.  

 

A)  rein to power  

B)  deadly plot 

C)  reign of terror  

D)  chain of violence 

 

 

10. The reviewer believes that Washington’s rendition of Macbeth is 

 

A)  meagre. 

B)  outstanding. 

C)  predictable. 

D)  bashful.  

 

Write all your answers in the table on page 3. 
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True False 

1.  
  

2.  
  

3.  
  

4.  
  

5.  
  

 

 

 

B) 

 

  

 

 

6.  7. 8. 9.  10.  
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R E A D I N G    C O M P R E H E N S I O N 

 

A. Read the following text about an Amazonian tribe that has upended our 

understanding of language and our idea of universal grammar. Then read the 

instructions below the text and do the exercises that follow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE MORNING LAST JULY, in the rain forest of northwestern Brazil, Dan Everett, an 

American linguistics professor, and I stepped from the pontoon of a Cessna floatplane 

onto the beach bordering the Maici River, a narrow, sharply meandering tributary of the 

Amazon. On the bank above us were some thirty people—short, dark-skinned men, 

women, and children—some clutching bows and arrows, others with infants on their 

hips. The people, members of a hunter-gatherer tribe called the Pirahã, responded to the 

sight of Everett with a greeting that sounded like a profusion of exotic songbirds, a 

melodic chattering scarcely discernible, to the uninitiated, as human speech. 1) 

……………............. Yet it possesses such a complex array of tones, stresses, and syllable 

lengths that its speakers can dispense with their vowels and consonants altogether and 

sing, hum, or whistle conversations. It is a language so confounding to non-natives that 

until Everett and his wife, Keren, arrived among the Pirahã, in the nineteen-seventies, no 

outsider had succeeded in mastering it.  

“Xaói hi gáísai xigíaihiabisaoaxái ti xabiíhai hiatíihi xigío hoíhi,” Everett said in the 

tongue’s choppy staccato, introducing me as someone who would be “staying for a short 

time ” in the village. The men and women answered in an echoing chorus, “Xaói hi goó 

kaisigíaihí xapagáiso.” 

Everett turned to me. “They want to know what you’re called in ‘crooked head.’” 

“Crooked head” is the tribe’s term for any language that is not Pirahã, and it is a clear 

pejorative. 2) ……………............. They playfully tossed my name back and forth among 

25  
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themselves, altering it slightly with each reiteration, until it became an unrecognizable 

syllable. They gave me a lilting Pirahã name: Kaaxáoi, that of a Pirahã man, from a village 

downriver, whom they thought I resembled while my real name simply petered out. 

“That’s completely consistent with my main thesis about the tribe,” Everett told me later. 

“They reject everything from outside their world. They just don’t want it, and it’s been 

that way since the day the Brazilians first found them in this jungle in the seventeen-

hundreds.” 

 

 

Inspired by Sapir’s cultural approach to language, Everett hypothesized in one of his 

published articles, that the tribe embodies a living-in-the-present ethos so powerful that 

it has affected every aspect of the people’s lives. 3) …………….............. Everett pointed out 

that the Pirahã perceive reality and language solely according to what exists within the 

boundaries of their direct experience—which Everett defined as anything that they can 

see and hear. The tribe, he maintains, has no collective memory that extends back more 

than one or two generations.  

There are about three hundred and fifty Pirahã spread out in small villages along the 

Maici and Marmelos Rivers. The village that I visited was typical: seven huts made by 

propping palm-frond roofs on top of four sticks. The huts had dirt floors and no walls or 

furniture, except for a raised platform of thin branches to sleep on. 4) …………….............. 

The people keep few possessions in their huts—pots and pans, a machete, a knife and 

scraping implements, loosely woven palm-leaf bags, and wood bows and arrows.  

Unlike other tribes of the Amazon, the Pirahã have resisted efforts by missionaries and 

government agencies to modernize them and teach them farming. They maintain tiny, 

weed-infested patches of ground a few steps into the forest, where they cultivate 

scraggly manioc plants.  One of their few concessions to modernity is their dress: the 
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adult men wear T-shirts and shorts that they get from traders; the women wear plain 

cotton dresses that they sew themselves. 

Everett and his wife were warmly welcomed by the villagers, but it was months before 

they could conduct a simple conversation in Pirahã. The process is difficult, as I learned 

early in my visit with the Pirahã. One morning, while applying bug repellent, I was 

watched by an older Pirahã man, who asked Everett what I was doing. Eager to 

communicate with him in sign language, I pressed together the thumb and index finger 

of my right hand and weaved them through the air while making a buzzing sound with 

my mouth. Then I brought my fingers to my forearm and slapped the spot where my 

fingers had alighted. The man looked perplexed and said to Everett, “He hit himself.” I 

tried again—this time making a more insistent buzzing. The man said to Everett, “A 

plane landed on his arm.” When Everett explained to him what I was doing, the man 

studied me with a look of pitying contempt, then turned away. Everett laughed. “You 

were trying to tell him something about your general state—that bugs bother you,” he 

said. “They never talk that way, and they could never understand it. Bugs are a part of 

life.” 

“O.K.,” I said. “But I’m surprised he didn’t know I was imitating an insect.” 

“Think of how cultural that is,” Everett said. “The movement of your hand. The sound. 

Even the way we represent animals is cultural.” 

5) …………….............. “I went into the jungle, helped them make fields, went fishing with 

them,” he said. “You cannot become one of them, but you’ve got to do as much as you can 

to feel the language.”  

Adapted from: https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/04/16/the-interpreter-2  

 

A) Some sentences are missing from the text. Choose from the list (A-G) the most 

appropriate sentence for each gap (1-5) in the text. There are two extra sentences 

that you do not need to use. Write the correct letter in the table provided on page 

10.  

 

A) Everett had to bridge many such cultural gaps in order to gain more than a 

superficial grasp of the language. 

B) Committed to an existence in which only observable experience is real, the Pirahã 

do not think, or speak, in abstractions—and thus do not use colour terms, 

quantifiers, numbers, or myths. 

C) Everett began to question the principle that infants could not learn a language if 

the principles of grammar had not been pre-installed in the brain. 

https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2007/04/16/the-interpreter-2
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D) Unrelated to any other extant tongue, and based on just eight consonants and three 

vowels, Pirahã has one of the simplest sound systems known. 

E) The key is the tribe’s singing: the way that the group can drop consonants and 

vowels altogether and communicate purely by variations in pitch, stress, and 

rhythm—what linguists call “prosody.” 

F) These fragile dwellings, in which a family of three or four might live, lined a path 

that wound through low brush and grass near the riverbank.  

G) The Pirahã consider all forms of human discourse other than their own to be 

laughably inferior, and they are unique among Amazonian peoples in remaining 

monolingual. 

 

B) Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text? In 

boxes B) 6-10 provided on page 10 write: T (if the statement agrees with the 

information), F (if the statement contradicts the information) or NG (if there is no 

information on this).  

 

6.  The members of the Pirahã tribe keep a wary eye on 

outlanders and generally maintain an air of aloofness.  

7.  Everett has arrived at the conclusion that the Pirahã have 

no words for “all,” “each,” “every,” “most,” or “few “.  

8.  But for the Pirahã’s reluctance to succumb to the 

contemporary trends, they wouldn’t be dissimilar to other 

hunter-gatherer tribes in the Amazon area.   

9.  Scholars were taken aback by Everett’s depiction of the 

Pirahã as people of seemingly unparalleled linguistic and 

cultural simplicity.   

10.  Despite having taken no prior linguistic instruction, Everett 

managed to record a simple conversation in Pirahã within a 

few months.  
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C) Find the words or expressions which are closest in meaning to the following 

words or definitions. Write the words in boxes 11-15 in the table provided on 

page 10.   

 

11. to forego something because you no longer need it 

12. to dwindle, taper off, wane  

13. a tool, especially one used for outdoor physical work 

14. irregular; uneven; jagged 

15. at a loss; puzzled  

 

D) Read the questions and choose the correct answer (AD). Write your answers 

in the table on page 10.  

 

16. Which of the following is the best title for the article? 

 

(A) An Indiscernible Language of the Whispering Rainforest  

(B) A Remote Amazonian Tribe’s Trials and Tribulations  

(C)  The Interwovenness of Language, Culture and Mind  

(D) The Meandering Paths of Monolingualism in Brazil  

 

17. According to the article, the Pirahã ……………………………………. other systems of 

communication apart from their own.  

 

(A) disdain  

(B) hallow 

(C) endorse   

(D) confute  
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18. We can (in)directly infer from the article that the Pirahã have none of the following 

EXCEPT:   

 

(A) numbers  

(B) perfect tense  

(C) deep memory  

(D) syllables  

 

19. The village the journalist has visited can be said to be:  

 

(A) aberrant  

(B) execrable  

(C) quintessential   

(D) unwonted  

 

20. The reason a Pirahã man failed to understand the journalist when he tried to 

communicate with him in sign language lies in the fact that for him:  

 

(A) the bugs are a part of life.  

(B) hitting yourself is nonsensical.  

(C) contempt is an intrinsic value.  

(D) buzzing is determined by culture.  
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R E A D I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N 

 

A)  

 

 

B)  

 

C)  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

D)  

 

 

 

 

1.  2.  3.  4.  5.  

     

6.  7.  8.  9.  10.  

     

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  17.  18.  19.  20.  
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U S E   O F   E N G L I S H 

A) Read the text and choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) to fill in the gap. 

Write your answers in the grid provided on the following page.  

 

Nepal climber makes history speed climbing world's tallest peaks 

 

 Since alpine legend Reinhold Messner first completed the so-called “8,000-ers” in 

1986 (after starting the project in 1970), the list has remained the gold standard on 

high-altitude résumés. In the intervening 33 years, approximately 40 mountaineers have 

followed in Messner's footsteps, and many others have died trying to join their number.  

 

 The idea to complete an ambitious project—bagging all 14 of the world’s 8,000-

meter peaks in a seven-month span - has been 1. …………………. about before, no climber 

has actually undertaken the challenge with serious intent. Pulling it off would represent 

a paradigm shift in the relatively stagnant, commercialized world of high-altitude 

mountaineering. Now, it seems possible Nims could complete it by October. As 

remarkable an achievement as that would be, it would likely be met with some 2. 

………………….  by alpinism's old guard, as his grandstanding style and 3. ………………….   

showmanship—some might add recklessness—are not admired by everyone in elite 

mountaineering circles. 

 When Messner, and those that followed him, established the 8,000-er club, they 

insisted that how they climbed the mountains mattered as much as getting to the top. 

They generally 4. ………………….   the use of bottled oxygen, having ropes fixed for them by 

25  
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others, and Sherpas guiding them or carrying extra gear and supplies for them. They also 

believed climbers should attempt routes on terrain that required technical climbing 

skills and where possible establish new routes. And when the deed was accomplished, it 

was considered bad form to blather 5. ………………….   about it to media. 

Adapted from: https://www.nationalgeographic.com   

 

 
 
 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

     

 
 

 A B C D 

1. divulged  bandied conferred  discussed 

2. lauding  grousing countenancing  forbearing  

3. dismayed disconcerted unabashed unhinged  

4. eschewed incurred  conceded  impeded 

5. irreproachably  inadvertently  inauspiciously  indecorously  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
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B) Complete each of the following sentences with one word containing no more 

than 9 letters. This word should be one that is often used (i.e., it collocates) with 

the verbs, nouns, adjectives, and other words in italics.  

To help you, the first letter of each word has been given to you. 

The first one has been done as an example:  

0. RAPID is often followed by the nouns acceleration, change, decline, deterioration, 

growth, heartbeat, progress  

(Sample sentence: The new digital technology would allow a RAPID expansion in the 

number of TV channels.) 

     

6. I………………………….  is used with these nouns:  banter, boast, conversation, curiosity, 

gossip, talk, threat.  

(Sample sentence: Ross kept up the ………………………………… chatter for another ten 

minutes.) 

 

7. You can W………………………….  an assault, a barrage, a challenge, a drought, an 

onslaught, scrutiny, a rigour.  

(Sample sentence: She failed to ………………………….  the strains of public life.)  

 

8. Something can have growing, immediate, enduring, limited, crossover, mainstream, 

populist A…………………………. 

(Sample sentence: Unfortunately, the new Marvel movie evidently lacks commercial 

………………………….)  
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9. You can C……………………….  an anchor, a ballot, gloom, a glance, a ray, a shadow, a slur.  

(Sample sentence: Some journalists have …………………………. doubt on the authenticity of 

the official version of events.)  

 

10. You can generate, produce, provide (somebody with), submit, obtain, adjust, refine an 

E…………………………. 

(Sample sentence: It appears that the total will exceed the ………………………….)  

 

Write your answers in the table below.  

 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 
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C) Transform the following sentences by using the given word(s) so that they have 

a similar meaning. You can use no more than six words including the given word.  

 

 

11. I have been trying to put my finger on where I have seen that girl before.   

 BRAINS  

I ……………………………………………........................................ to remember where I have seen 

that girl before.   

 

12. The figures weren’t as good as we’d expected.  

  SHORT 

  The figures ……………………………………………............................................................................ 

 

13. He regretted lying awake all night, worrying.  

  RATHER 

   He ..............………………………….................................................. awake all night, worrying.   

   

14. Questions rarely arose as to who was to blame.  

OCCASIONS  

Only ……………………………………........................................................ as to who was to blame. 

15. I'm afraid she has believed his fake story completely! 

 TAKEN 

I regret to say that she …………………………………….......................................... his fake story.  
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D) Read the following passage and fill in the gaps using NO MORE THAN TWO 

words. In some cases, there may be more than one alternative answer, but you 

should just give one of them.  

 

 Several ethnic groups inhabit the Serengeti ecosystem, but in the past few 

decades, none 16. …………………………… more associated with this landscape than the 

Maasai, the fierce, cattle-herding people who migrated from the lower Nile Valley during 

the 16th and 17th centuries. The Maasai generally 17. ……………………………  great pride in 

their traditions and have shrewdly capitalized on the interest in them, but it must 18. 

……………………………  in mind that what the tourists see represents just a narrow aspect 

of their culture, one that bears very little 19. …………………………… to their everyday 

concerns.   

 

 During our visit, we encountered Maasai serving in a wide range of roles—

wildlife rangers patrolling for poachers, teachers training new safari guides and herders 

continuing the age-old practice of protecting their cattle and moving them to fresh 

pasture. At present, neither our hosts nor the reporter we talked to 20. 

……………………………  the slightest idea how the Maasai actually provide schooling for 

their children or clean water for their communities and animals.  

 

Adapted from: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/  

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/
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E) The sentences below may or may not contain an error. Identify what (if 

anything) needs to be changed to make the sentence correct. You need not rewrite 

the whole sentence; simply point out what changes must be made to correct the 

sentence. An example has been provided for you. 

 

Isn’t it amazing how long that mime can remain completely stationery? 

Isn’t it amazing how long that mime can remain completely stationery? 

                 stationary ........................................................................................................................................ 

 

21. Macduff solemnly declares his intention to revenge on Macbeth. 

............................................................................................................................. .......................................................... 

22. It is absolutely essential that no one feel ostracized by their peers.  

............................................................................................................................. .......................................................... 

23. Not having studied the lab manual carefully, their experiment was doomed to failure. 

....................................................................................................................................................................................... 

24. With this growth, the United Nations has developed a form different from that of 

their original design.   

.......................................................................................................................... .............................................................. 

25. Not even one-third of the voters tend to cast their ballots in national elections. 

.......................................................................................................... ............................................................................. 
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W R I T I N G 

 
 

 

 

This sentence was uttered by Indira Gandhi during the negotiations over a border 

dispute in the early 1970s (according to the New York Times). What is the 

real/universal meaning of this quote? How important do you think taking the 

right attitude towards people/challenges/life is?  

 

Write a NARRATIVE (anecdotal, experiential, personal) ESSAY of 200 to 300 words 

and reiterate or discount the premise that one should not approach 

anyone/anything with a negative mindset. Make sure your story has a protagonist, 

a plot and a theme and use your creativity and imagination.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30  
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KEY: 

 

L I S T E N I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

 

A)  

 
True False 

16.    

17.  
  

18.  
  

19.   
 

20.    

 

 

B) 

 

 

 

 
 

R E A D I N G   C O M P R E H E N S I O N  

 

A)  

 

 

6.  7. 8. 9.  10.  

C)  A)  D)  C)  B)  

8.  9.  10.  11.  12.  

D) G) B) F) A) 
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B)  

 

C)  

   

 

 

 

  

 

 

D)  

 

 U S E   O F   E N G L I S H 

 

 

A)  

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

B)  B)  C) A) D)  

 

B)  

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

IDLE WITHSTAND APPEAL CAST ESTIMATE 

 

13.  14.  15.  16.  17.  

F T T NG NG 

11. DISPENSE WITH 

12. PETER OUT 

13. IMPLEMENT 

14. SCRAGGLY 

15. PERPLEXED 

21.  22.  23.  24.  25.  

    C)      A)       D)    C)  A) 
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C)  

 

11. I HAVE BEEN RACKING MY BRAINS to remember where I have seen that girl before.  

12. The figures FELL SHORT OF OUR EXPECTATIONS. 

13. He ‘D/WOULD RATHER NOT HAVE LAIN awake all night, worrying.   

14. Only ON RARE OCCASSIONS DID QUESTIONS ARISE as to who was to blame. 

15. I regret to say that she HAS BEEN TAKEN IN BY his story completely. 
 
 

D)  

 

16. 17. 18. 19. 20. 

HAS BEEN TAKE BE BORNE 
RESEMBLANCE/ 

SIMILARITY 
HAS 

 

 

E)  

 

23. Macduff solemnly declares his intention to revenge on Macbeth.  

to revenge HIMSELF on Macbeth (the reflexive pronoun is missing)  

REVENGE YOURSELF ON SOMEBODY - to punish someone who has done something 

to harm you or someone else 

The terrorist group is still looking to revenge itself on its attackers.  

 

24. It is absolutely essential that no one feel ostracized by their peers.  

         (CORRECT: MANDATIVE SUBJUNCTIVE: used to express demand, requirement, 

request, recommendation or suggestion (after verbs insist, recommend, suggest etc. 

and adjectives e.g. essential, important, vital). It is indicated by the use of the base 

form of the verb i.e. infinitive: I demand you call her; It is vital that he convene a 

meeting; He insisted that I be dismissed). 
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23. Not having studied the lab manual carefully, their experiment was doomed to failure. 

  SINCE/BECAUSE THEY HADN’T STUDIED THE LAB MANUAL CAREFULLY, ……………..... 

DANGLING MODIFIER/MISRELATED PARTICIPLE –  if we use the participial form 

“not having studied...”, it appears as if the experiment had studied the lab manual 

not they; the subject of a participial clause and a main clause must be the same.   

 

24. With this growth, the United Nations has developed a form different from that of 

their original design.   

  ITS original design  

 The noun phrase the United Nations is singular and hence, it is followed by a singular 

 verb, substituted by a singular pronoun and (pre)modified by a singular possessive 

adjective.  

 

25. Not even one-third of the voters tend to cast their ballots in national elections. 

   (CORRECT: the verb TEND agrees with the plural noun voters. Compare: One-third 

of the eligible population TENDS not to vote.) 

 

 


