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1. READING

1.1.	 Four sentences (A, B, C and D) have been removed from the text The Three Crowns
	 Hotel. Read the text carefully and write the correct letters for the missing 
	 paragraphs. There is an example at the beginning. 

The Three Crowns Hotel
	 The little town of Vevey, in Switzerland, stands beside Lake Geneva. (0)___|  D   There are 
many different kinds of hotel around the lake. There are new, grand hotels which are painted white. 
And there are also small pensions -- simple, old hotels with just a few rooms. (1)___|___ The pensions 
are smaller, with fewer rooms. However, one of the hotels in Vevey is very different from the others 
because it is old but also very comfortable. This hotel is named the Trois Couronnes – the Three 
Crowns.
	 The hotel is very popular with Americans. Many American travelers visit Vevey in summer 
and a lot of them stay at the Trois Couronnes. At this time the town is full of fashionable young 
girls in beautiful dresses. At night in the hotel, you can hear the sounds of excited voices and lively 
music. (2)___|___ You can almost believe that you are in America. However, the Trois Couronnes is a 
European hotel. It has neatly-dressed German waiters. And in the garden you might meet a Russian 
princess, or the son of a Polish gentleman.
	 There is a wonderful view from the hotel. From its big windows, you can see the top of the 
Dent du Midi – a tall, snow-covered mountain. (3) ___|___ All these things remind you that you are 
in Switzerland, not America.

A. And you can also see the towers of the Château de Chillon, an old castle which stands beside the lake.

B. The voices have American accents and an orchestra plays dance music.

C. The grand hotels have lots of rooms with big windows.

D. Many travelers come to visit the beautiful blue lake, and so its shore is crowded with hotels.

Answer the questions 4 and 5.

4. “You can almost believe that you are in America.” Why?

____________________________________________________________________________

5. “These things remind you that you are in Switzerland.” Give an example.

____________________________________________________________________________

Adapted from Daisy Miller by Henry James, retold by Rachel Bladon
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1.2. 	 Read the text.

 The True Story of the World’s Most Famous Bear
	 The true story of the bear who inspired the 
beloved kids character is detailed in a picture book 
by Lindsay Mattick, whose great-grandfather bought 
the original Winnie as a pet during World War I. 
The children’s book details the friendship between 
Canadian veterinarian, Lieutenant Harry Colebourn, 
and the black bear who he named after his hometown 
Winnipeg.
	 Mattick writes that Colebourn was on his way 
to tend to battlefield horses in 1914, when he rescued 
the baby bear naming her Winnie. The veterinarian 
had stopped on a train platform in White River where 
he found a hunter selling the cub for $20. Colebourn 
took Winnie with him as he continued traveling to the 
east coast of Canada before getting on a ship with her 
and his regiment to Salisbury Plain, England. Winnie, 
a unit mascot, remained with her friend Colebourn 
through months of battlefield training. 
	 However, when Colebourn had to leave for France, he decided it was not safe for Winnie 
to go along and took her to the London Zoo. There, she was often visited by Christopher Robin 
and his father A.A. Milne. Winnie was driven from the Salisbury Plain right to the London Zoo, 
where they agreed to keep her in their care, until the war was over. Harry truly did intend to 
bring her home once the war was finished, but history had another plan in mind.

	 ‘A. A. Milne, the author of the Winnie the Pooh stories, and 
his son, Christopher Robin, used to go to the zoo all the time. Winnie 
was a very friendly bear and Christopher Robin ended up naming his 
stuffed bear after Winnie.  ‘So his bear was called Winnie the Pooh. And 
I understand that the Pooh part of the story is actually that there was 
also a swan that Christopher Robin was quite fond of, and every time the 
feathers would fall out of the swan, he would blow off the feathers and 
go, “pooh, pooh.”’
	 ‘At any rate, Christopher Robin named his bear Winnie and then, 
as A.A. Milne began writing these stories all about these adventures of 
Christopher Robin’s stuffed animals in the Hundred Acre Wood behind 
their home, he borrowed the name Winnie for his character in the 
Winnie the Pooh stories.’
	 Winnie went on to live for a long time for a bear, dying when she 
was about 20 years old in 1934.

Adapted from: http://www.dailymail.co.uk
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A. 	 Answer the questions below.

1. 	 What is Lindsay’s picture book about?

________________________________________________________________________________.

2. 	 What did Harry Colebourn name the baby bear after?

________________________________________________________________________________.

3. 	 Where did he find Winnie?

________________________________________________________________________________.

4. 	 What was Winnie like?

________________________________________________________________________________.

B.	 Choose the correct answer ( A, B or C ) for questions 5 – 8.

5. 	 Why did Colebourn leave Winnie at the London Zoo?

	 A. He didn’t want to take her with him.
	 B. It was dangerous for her to go with him.
	 C. His regiment didn’t accept to take care of her.

6. 	 Winnie the Pooh stories are about

	 A. adventures of stuffed animals.
	 B. Winnie’s adventures at London Zoo.
	 C. adventures of Christopher Robin’s swan.

7. 	 Winnie died when 

	 A. she was young.
	 B. she was a cub.
	 C. she was very old.

8. 	 The picture book is illustrated by 

	 A. Lindsay Mattic.
	 B. Sophie Blackall.
	 C. A. A. Milne.
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2. VOCABULARY AND GRAMMAR

2.1. 	 Read the text and choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).
	 There is an example at the beginning. 

Hanukkah
	 Each year, people around 0.  A  world 

celebrate holidays and traditions that are 1. ____  

to their culture or religion.

	 In 2016, Jews 2. ____ celebrating 

Hanukkah at sunset on Sunday, December 

24. The holiday lasts eight days and nights. 

3. ____ Hebrew, the word “Hanukkah” means 

“dedication.” Hanukkah honors a struggle that 

dates back to 165 B.C.E., 4. ____Jews defeated 

an invading army and regained the Temple at Jerusalem. According to legend, Jews 

found a lamp inside the temple with just enough oil to light their holy lamps for one 

night. By 5. ____ miracle, the story goes, the lamp burned for eight nights. Today, 

Jews celebrate Hanukkah by lighting a candle in a menorah, or candleholder, for 

each of the eight nights. 

0     A  the                               	 B  an                        	 C  a                            	 D  -

1     A  especially                   	 B  specially              	 C especial                	 D special

2     A  beginning                   	 B  begin                   	 C began                   	 D begun

3     A  On                               	 B  In                          	 C  At                         	 D By

4     A  than                            	 B  then                     	 C when                   	 D  -

5     A some                           	 B every                     	 C any                       	 D an 
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2.2.	 Complete the second sentence so that it has the similar meaning to the first 
	 sentence.

	 EXAMPLE: 0. ‘’Don’t speak so loudly’’, the teacher asked us.
                        		  The teacher asked us not to  speak so loudly.

1. ‘’I don’t wear smart clothes’’, Liz says.

       Liz says______________________________________________________________.

2. Could you lend me your mobile phone, please?

    Would you mind_______________________________________________________?

3. All the students were in the classroom on time.

    Everyone______________________________________________________________.

4. They are supposed to speak French at the conference.

     They have_____________________________________________________________.

5. Somebody broke that old beautiful vase yesterday afternoon.

    That old beautiful vase___________________________________________________.
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2.3. 	 Fill in the gaps.

SNOOPY GETS A STAR ON HOLLYWOOD’S WALK OF FAME

Everyone’s favourite beagle Snoopy 0. has joined the ranks of Hollywood’s elite: 1._______ 

now has a star on the Walk of Fame.

The pooch’s plaque, number 2,563 on the boulevard, was set just 2._______ time for his 

feature film, The Peanuts Movie. Fans can find the star next to 3._______ creator’s, Charles 

Schulz.

Snoopy isn’t the first animated character to make the cut. Bugs Bunny, Donald Duck, Mickey 

Mouse, Snow White and Shrek all boast the honor. He’s also 4._______ the first dog. Lassie 

and Rin Tin Tin are on walk, 5._______.

Adapted from: http://www.time.com
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3. WRITING

Write about the boy in the photograph, using the information below.
Write 40 – 100 words.

Name: Kade Friedlander
Age: 14
Hometown: Bethesda, MD
Occupation: a  student and a reporter
Hobbies and interests: playing basketball and video games
Dream (tasks): Covering the Olympics 
Foreign languages: French and Italian
Foreign travel: Romania with his brother last summer
Purpose: visit family and friends

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
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